
1

The European Innovation Council

Support for Deeptech
Innovators and Researchers 

Viorel Peca, Head of Unit
EIC Transition Activities and Business Acceleration Services,

European Innovation Council and SME Agency

Info Day Bulgaria, 16 February 2022



22

§ Budget of over €10 billion (21-27) as part of 
Horizon Europe

§ Focus on Deep Tech & Scale Up in line with the 
New European Innovation Agenda

§ EIC Accelerator designed for startups with simple 
access and substantial funding (up to up to €2.5m 
grant and €15+m investments)

§ Full cycle from research (EIC Pathfinder) to spinout
(EIC Transition) to startup and scaleup 
(Accelerator);

§ Steered by the EIC Board of leading innovators 
from across Europe.

Europe’s most ambitious innovation programme 
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Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator

• For consortia
• Early stage research on 

breakthrough technologies 
(TRL 1-4)

• Grants up to 3/4 million EUR• For consortia and single 
researchers/companies

• Technology maturation 
from proof of concept to 
validation (TRL 3-6)

• Grants up to 2.5 million 
EUR

• For individual companies
• Development & scale up of 

deep-tech/disruptive 
innovations by startups/SMEs 
(TRL 6-9)

• Blended finance (grants up to 
2.5 million EUR; equity 
investment up to 15 million EUR

Main EIC Instruments
From lab to market
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EIC Business Acceleration Services (EIC BAS) 
in Horizon Europe 
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EIC Business Acceleration Services (EIC BAS) 

EIT KICs

Connection to Innovation Ecosystem Partners’ services

Incubators Innovation 
AgenciesAccelerators

R&I 
Infrastucture

Venture 
builders

Access to Business Partners

Corporates Investors Procurers of 
innovation

EIC 
Scaleup

Trade Fairs

Access to Advice and skills

Women 
Leadership

Reducing 
GHG 

emissions

Tech2MarketCoaching

EIC Community & 
Marketplace & 
Innospace



Conditions for Coordination and Support Actions (CSA)

- What: Support to the EIC Accelerator by the Enterprise Europe Network” 7.3 M€ CSA.
Goal: increase the number of quality proposals to EIC Accelerator calls with a specific
focus in: Widening and Associated countries, Women-led innovative companies and Seal
of Excellence holders

- Who: The winning consortium acts as “Coordination Office”. The consortia includes 5
EEN members: APRE, BPI France, Lithuanian Innovation Centre, Praxi, Steinbeis
Europa Zentrum.

- When: 1st of September – 3 years implementation period.
- How: Implementation by EEN local nodes who answer calls for expression of interest

and are selected.
- Where: : EU 27 MS + Horizon Europe 3rd Pillar Associated Countries.



Conditions for Coordination and Support Actions (CSA)

• ACTION 1: Increase the number of quality proposals to the EIC calls 

§ 1.A in widening and associated countries - 300-400 per ye;
§ 1.B from women-led companies (in all countries) - 600-800 per year

• ACTION 2: Assist Seal of Excellence (SoE) holders in accessing public or private
funding in all MSs;

• ACTION 3: Exchange of best practice in the EEN;

• The activities for SMEs should include a package of  3-5 day service package of 
1-to-1- advice and support in strengthening business, inovation and partnering 
strategies.
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EIC Community Platform
https://eic.eismea.eu/community

What's in it for the EIC
beneficiaries?

ü Apply to EIC Business Acceleration Services
ü Create a personal and company profile
ü Use the powerful search engine to find like

minded companies
ü Explore business opportunities & share

your experience via groups
ü Promote other interesting events to the EIC

Community
ü Submit solutions to EIC challenges
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EIC Pathfinder
§ Funds research to develop the scientific basis to

underpin breakthrough technologies:

• in any field of science or technology (Pathfinder Open)

• In portfolios of projects to achieve specific objectives
(Pathfinder Challenges).

§ Aims to build on new, cutting-edge directions in
science and technology to disrupt a field and a
market or create new opportunities.

§ Follow up support through Business Acceleration
Services (bootcamps, trainings); “booster grants”, etc.

§ Possibility to “hop on” to existing projects for new
partners from widening countries

Budget for 2023: €343 million
Call deadlines: 7 March (Open); 18 October (Challenges) 
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§ Funding to support:
§ Maturation of the technology (to test/ validate in real world environment)

§ Development of business case (for a specific market/ application) 

§ Follow up to a result achieved in an EIC Pathfinder, ERC PoC, FET, EDF; or - for 
Transition Challenges only – any Horizon 2020 low TRL project result

§ For single entities (startups, spin outs, SMEs, research teams) or small 
collaborations (max 5 partners)

§ Access to Business Acceleration Services & Fast Track to Accelerator

EIC Transition

Budget for 2023: €128 million
Call deadlines: 12 April; 27 September
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functional version of the 
technology tested or 

demonstrated in relevant 
environment (TRL 5-6)

supported by a sound and 
implementable 

commercialisation strategy

END POINT

Proof of concept
validated in the lab (TRL3/4)

& 
YES

to all questions bellow

technology
track

business 
track

Core elements of a good proposal

STARTING POINT

Is the technology ready for the next steps?
Have you performed early market / competition 

explorations ?
Do you have a motivated and diverse team for 

commercialisation?
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• Absolutely YES!  WP2023 clearly mention this:

• If you were not part of the eligible project whose results are 
further developed in the EIC Transition proposal, you need to 
include in your proposal a commitment letter from the relevant 
owner(s) of the result(s), 

• which confirms the commitment of the owner of the eligible 
project result to negotiate with you fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory access to such results, including IPR, for the 
purpose of future commercial exploitation.

• Moreover Transition is a flexible scheme! 

Can you apply if you are not part 
of the initial consortium?



Problem statement
-There are researchers who have 
developed PoC as part of their 
ERC or FET project, but they are 
not so confident to go to market

-While there are SMEs, Startups
or entrepreneurs that want to 
find, connect with or benefit 
from project results ...

-And a collaboration would be a 
win-win combination!
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Get Informed

• Read about EIC and Transition, its goal, Work 
programme

• Check if this fits with your strategic needs
• Conditions in which you can participate
• What innovation or project results fit best with 

my needs & added value:
- List of eligible projects on EIC Transition
- Cordis Innovation Radar List of innovations 

from FET and Pathfinder projects
- ERC Research Information System

SME/Startup/Entrepreneur

What is the Transition scheme and what 
are its main features, eval criteria

What are the conditions in which this 
collaboration can happen?

Researcher/ project results IPR holder

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-transition_en
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/erc-research-information-system


• Project basic data: Project Number, Project Acronym, Project Status 
Project Start Date Project Duration Project End Date, Project Title, Project 
Call Id, etc.

• Project Abstract: The idea of XYZ grant will be to develop polymer 
batteries by  a fast and cheap 3D printing process. Compared to the 
traditional planar structure of cells, 3D structuring provides different...

• Project free keywords:

• polymeric batteries, 3D printing, inks
• nanomedicine,  nanoparticles,  nanoplatform,  nanovaccine,  biodegradable,  

biocompatible,  cancer,  immunotherapy
• software testing, water-energy, solar

List of eligible projects 
listed on EIC Transition webpage



Getting involved if not part
of an eligible project

• Use the list of eligible projects in EIC Transition webpage
• Use the Innovation radar to identify projects results
• Use the ERC Research Info System & search PoC
• Contact owner of results and coordinator of eligible project
• Explore if there is an alignment of interest and potential for 

collaboration
• Start writing (together) your proposal  

https://www.innoradar.eu/
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/erc-research-information-system
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You found an interesting innovation?!
What's next?
• Get (inter) connected

• Talk to your NCP(s) (National Contact Point): 
• There are NCPs specialised on ERC or 

FET/Pathfinder, Accelerator… 
• Contact the owner(s) of the IP and/or 

members of the consortia.
• Explore if there is an alignment of interest 

and potential for collaboration
• Get involved 

• Try to reach an agreement for a possible 
consortia

• Start writing (together) your proposal.

Get

INVOLVE
D

Get

INTER-
CONNECTE

D

Get

INFORMED
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EIC Accelerator
Supports: 

§ start-ups and SMEs seeking to scale up high impact innovations 
with the potential to create new markets or disrupt existing ones; 

§ Innovations building on scientific or technological breakthrough 
(deep tech);

§Where significant funding is needed over a long timeframe and 
are too risky for private investors alone

§Unique combination of grant + investment + Business 
Acceleration Services (coaching, access to markets & partners)

Budget for 2023:  €1.13 billion
Apply any time (short applications)
Cut-offs for full applications: 11 January, 22 March, 7 June, 4 October
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EIC Accelerator: What can companies apply for?

Or more if 
justified
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EIC Accelerator: how to apply

STEP 1: SME/Startup 
sends idea at any 
time

Interview with up 
to 6 EIC Jury 

Members
Seal of 

Excellence

GO

NO GO, 
Rejected

Possibility to resubmit (once)

Opportunities from other 
funders

Business Acceleration Services

Grant component 
(contract with EISMA)

STEP 3: SME/Startup pitches in 
front of a Jury + answer questions

First assessment 
by 4 evaluators 
(within 4 weeks)

STEP 2: SME/Startup  
prepares full application 
with support from EIC 
coaches & AI tool and submits 
to regular cutoff dates

Full assessment 
by 3 evaluators

Investment component
(from EIC Fund, following due 

diligence by EIB)

Business Acceleration Services 
(expertise, partners, etc)
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Seal of Excellence

§ Individual SME applicant invited to the interview (i.e. passed all 
the criteria at remote evaluation) and not selected for funding are 
usually* awarded the 'Seal of Excellence’

§ Facilitates access to other funding (national, regional, etc) 
§ Provides access to EIC Business Accelerator Services

* Requires applicants to give consent to sharing basic information about their 
application with other eligible funding bodies. Jury’s may decide to not award the 
Seal of Excellence if the applicant does not meet the required criteria.
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EIC Impacts (data from 2022 Impact Report)
• Scale ups: 12 unicorns and 112 “centaurs”

• Leveraging investment: €10bn follow-on funding; total 
valuation ~ €40bn. 

• Deep tech focus: green, digital & industry, health: Over 
1300 innovations identified. Portfolio analysis in 7 areas (agrifood, hydrogen, 
energy storage, quantum, space, cell & gene therapy, neurotech)
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EIC Work Programme 2023

• Budget: €1.66 billion;
• Strong continuity for main calls (Pathfinder, Transition, Accelerator);
• More frequent cut-offs (4) and improved resubmissions for Accelerator 
• More targeted EIC challenges, especially for Accelerator challenges; 
• A new internship scheme and new support to customise innovations for 

prospective clients;
• A new Executives in Residence action for Pathfinder/ Transition;
• New ecosystem approach for Business Acceleration Services ;
• A new Humanitarian Innovation Prize.
• Apply now from EIC website https://eic.ec.europa.eu
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EIC National Contact Points and Enterprise Europe Network

Get support

EIC Ambassadors:
Role to communicate about EIC 
provide feedback

EIC Programme Manager:
Inhouse high level expert who set 
strategic direction and pro-active 
management 

EIC Board Member:
Role: advise on strategy and 
implementation of all EIC 
activities
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